
 
 
 
 
August 17, 2020 
 
Dear PTHS Parents and Students: 
 
Welcome to the upcoming new school year.  We all realize that this is a year like no other. 
The staff at PTHS are committed to providing a quality education to all our students, and we 
are dedicated to doing everything we can to meet the individual academic and emotional 
needs of the kids.  More importantly than ever, this is a year that we will depend on parents 
to partner with us to ensure success for each child.  Here are some important details about 
our upcoming school year. 
 
All Online Courses  
All high school courses will begin the year in a 100% online learning environment.  In 
collaboration with our local Jefferson County Health Department, it was determined that the 
need of high school students to move around the campus to attend various classes, would 
cause too much mixing of students, which could become a means for spreading infection 
among our school population.  
 
In Person Support 
Port Townsend High School can offer in-person support for only some students, on Tuesday 
and/or Friday. Families can indicate that they want to be included in the in-person support 
through the district survey. Most Port Townsend High School Students will start the year in 
distance learning all days of the week. Students attending in person must wear masks and 
comply with social distancing, along with all other required health requirements. 
 
Chromebook Pickup 
All high school students registered for PTHS classes will be issued a chromebook. Families 
need to come pick up their chromebook before the start of school. Pick up will be outside 
near the high school parking lot. 
 

Chromebook Pick Up for All PTHS Students: 
Monday, August 24 Time: 10:00 am - 2:00 pm Last Name:  T - Z 

Tuesday, August 25 Time: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm Last Name:  O - S 

Wednesday, August 26 Time: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm Last Name:  J - N 

Thursday, August 27 Time: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm Last Name:  E - I 

Friday, August 28 Time: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm Last Name:  A - D 

If you are not able to make this scheduled time, please contact PTHS Dean of Students 
Patrick Gaffney to make other arrangements.  He can be reached through email at 
pgaffney@ptschools.org 



 
*Online School for PTHS starts on Tuesday, September 8.  PTHS classes will begin at 
8:30 am in our virtual learning.  Like last year, teachers will be teaching via Zoom.  Students 
need to log onto their device and access their teacher’s website for their weekly ‘playlist’ 
which is a list of the classes and activities for the entire week.    This will normally happen 
each Monday morning, but because our first school day is on Tuesday, students should be 
ready to access those playlists on Tuesday morning this first week.  The first few days with 
teachers will be spent making introductions and helping students get ready to begin 
learning.  It is important that your child logs on to the Zoom classroom everyday so that 
attendance can be taken, and the teacher can verify that your child knows what work is to 
be completed for the day. 
 
*If you have a high school student enrolled in the special education program, you will be 
receiving a contact from your child’s case manager regarding their individual program 
needs.  As you will see in the next paragraph, we are making opportunities available for 
some students to be on campus, in a student cohort, to receive extra help from their 
teachers during the week.   This opportunity would start during the second week of school, 
September 14. 
 
*We know that some students need assistance from their teachers beyond the time they will 
get through the Zoom sessions and daily check-ins.  We are especially concerned about 
students who did not engage in their assigned coursework from teachers last spring.  The 
high school has designed a student academic interventions opportunity for some 
students to come in once or twice per week (on Tuesdays and/or Fridays), for the full 
school day, to receive help from teachers.  In this model, students would be assigned to a 
student cohort (group of 15 students who move together from class to class throughout the 
day).  Cohorts do not mix.  Participating students would need to comply with all school 
safety protocols including masks, and social distancing, regular hand washing, etc.  We hope 
to begin this activity during the second week of school, beginning Tuesday September 15. 
Parents who were interested in this opportunity should have indicated so on the district 
enrollment survey.  We will plan to place our most vulnerable (at-risk or specific learning 
needs) students first, with a goal to provide this opportunity for all students who would like 
some on campus support. 
 
*Wellness Checks – Like the other schools in our district, students coming onto the high 
school campus for activities or homework help will need to do a wellness check in upon 
arriving at campus.  This will include answering questions on a checklist about their health 
and the health of family members.  They will also get their temperature taken by a 
non-contact forehead thermometer scan.  Students who are deemed ill, or become ill while 
on campus, will need to be picked up immediately by a parent or guardian. 
 
*Grading Policy – The state is requiring high schools to have a grading policy specific to 
this coming school year, due to the nature of most high schools being online.  The grading 
policy is enclosed in this letter, and has been approved by our school board.  Please read 
through it and make sure you and your child understand it.  Last spring, due to the sudden 
closure of schools, the state allowed students to pass classes and earn credits even if they 
did not do any class work after schools closed.   The state has made it clear that they will not 
be putting those special regulations in place for this school year.  Students will need to 



participate in their coursework, complete assignments and projects, Zoom with teachers 
during assigned class time, take tests, etc. in order to pass classes and earn credits towards 
graduation. 
 
*Student Schedule – Each student will follow their daily class schedule.  We also encourage 
students to follow a daily schedule to plan their learning time.  Please see the suggested 
enclosed schedule to help your high school student plan for his/her learning time in the 
online environment.  When your child picks up his/her Chromebook, they will also receive a 
copy of their individual class schedule.  They can also get their schedule online, via Skyward, 
which is our online student records management system. 
 

Other grade level specific concerns: 
*Freshman Transitions -  The transition to high school is an exciting time, and this year we 
know that our 9th graders may be feeling a little lost.  We want to do everything we can to 
make the high school campus and staff a familiar and comfortable environment.  We do 
have two activities planned for our freshmen that we hope that they will participate in: 
Virtual Freshman Orientation – this is a Zoom meeting for parents and students to hear 
from the high school freshmen teachers.  The meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 
1st starting at 4:00 pm.  The link to access the Zoom will be posted on the PTHS high school 
homepage of our website.  Additionally we are working on putting together a mini freshman 
orientation experience for interested students.  Participants will come to school for a full 
school day, either on Thursday or Friday, September 10 or 11.  They would rotate through a 
special schedule to get to see their teachers in person!  More information on this activity 
will be sent to our freshman families as the details come together.  Students would be 
grouped into cohorts of 12-15 students to ensure social distancing compliance.  And 
everyone will be wearing a mask as well. 
 
*Senior Projects – Many seniors are concerned about the senior project.  Our plan is that 
seniors will start the process with their senior teachers, writing the proposal and 
completing the research paper, which occur in the fall semester.  Later this fall, as we get 
more information about the health of our community, and whether school restrictions ease 
up or become more strict, we will make a decision regarding whether or not the senior 
project process can be completed. 
 
I know that this was a lot of information for families and students.  Please keep this letter 
for future reference.  We have also created a Parent Frequently Asked Questions document 
which is posted on our high school website.  Please refer to it, as well as additional 
resources on our Port Townsend School District website.  You can reach both the district 
and school information through our district’s website, at ptschools.org   
 
Secretaries will soon return to work and our schools will be open for phone calls starting 
Wednesday, August 26.  If you have any questions in the meantime, know that you can call 
the district office for assistance at 360-379-4501. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 



Carrie Ehrhardt, Principal 


